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Report of the President of the XIIIth International Congress of
Nephrology
Luis HERNANDO
Organization
In 1990 during the XIth ICN in Tokyo, the proposal of the
Spanish Society of Nephrology to hold the XIIIth ICN in Madrid
was accepted. Luis Hernando was appointed as President of the
Organizing Committee, Luis Revert and Jose Rodicio as Vice-
Presidents, Julio Botella as Secretary, and Fernando Valderra-
bano as Treasurer.
The Organizing Committee was intended to be small and
effective. This meant that the workload imposed, especially on
some of the members, would be very high; however, we still
recommended such an approach. A larger Advisory Committee,
with at least one representative from each of the 17 Spanish
"Comunidades" was later appointed and met twice a year. The
Executive of the Organizing Committee met frequently, during
certain periods weekly. In 1994, a Finance Committee and a
Selection Committee for the Free Communication part of the
Program were designated (see Final Program).
In. 1991, the Executive and Council of the ISN decided to
shorten the intervals between ISN Congresses from three to two
years. The final date of the Congress was subsequently brought
forward and fixed for the first week of July, 1995. The confirma-
tion of this date had to wait until the Jerusalem meeting in July
1993.
In 1992, after studying several proposals, Grupo Geyseco
(Director Mr. Rufino Sarabia) was chosen to give assistance in
running the Congress. Running a meeting the size of the ICN
efficiently without using a professional Congress organizer is
virtually impossible.
A mailing list was constructed from numerous sources, includ-
ing the registration list from the XIIth ICN in Jerusalem, ISN
membership list, and all major national and international Societ-
ies known and available to us. This list totalled over 23,000 names.
A Preliminary Announcement was distributed for the first time in
Jerusalem and a first announcement was handed out at the ASN
meeting in Boston and the EDTA meeting in Glasgow and at
other meetings of national societies. The Second Announcement
and first Call for Abstracts were either distributed or mailed to the
complete mailing list. The Third Announcement (final announce-
ment and Call for Abstracts) was mailed to a reduced number of
approximately 14,000 people. We would like to acknowledge the
help of the Treasurer of the ISN, Craig Tisher, for the mailing to
the members of the ISN.
The Madrid meeting was presented for the first time in
Jerusalem. Then we had a booth at all the meetings of the
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EDTA-ERA, ASN, Japanese Society of Nephrology, and various
national societies. Announcements of the Madrid meeting ap-
peared in all the major nephrology journals.
In the bid presented in 1989, the old Palacio de Congresos and
surrounding hotels were nominated as the Congress venue. In late
1991, construction on the new Palacio de Congresos at the Parque
Ferial, Juan Carlos I, commenced. This was completed and
inaugurated in October 1993, and the decision made to move the
Congress to this venue due to better facilities. The Palacio de
Congresos building and facilities proved to be an adequate venue
for a congress of this size. We have received many comments on
the elegance and beauty of the building. The distance of this
venue from the center of Madrid increased the transport cost due
to the need to provide free buses from the congress hotels at the
beginning and at the end of the meeting as well as a shuttle service
during the day.
Scientific Program
Theme and Topic Session Program
The format of the Scientific Program initiated at the Jerusalem
meeting consisting of several main themes acting as guidelines
during the days of the Congress was maintained, including in each
theme the basic science contributions to their respective clinical
applications. The Program as completed with subjects that focus
on important aspects of clinical nephrology, and for the first time
a Continuing Medical Education Course was programmed to
occur in parallel.
Stewart Cameron, as President of the ISN, elected Pierre
Ronco as Chairperson of the Scientific Program and the members
of this Committee (whose names appear in the Final Program)
were appointed after two meetings in London and Paris (Cam-
eron, Ronco, and Hernando).
A preliminary draft program for the formal part of the Con-
gress was drawn up. Two organizers and one chairperson for
Topic Sessions were chosen and helped to mold the final draft of
the program. The co-organizers (and chairpersons for Topic
Sessions) were asked to contact all the scientists included in the
Program to obtain their initial acceptance. This was accomplished
by the summer of 1993.
A very delicate decision requiring further thought is that of the
very different reimbursements decided for nephrologists and
non-nephrologists participating as invited speakers in the Scien-
tific Program. In Madrid we followed the guidelines which were
decided at the Israel Congress. These are as follows:
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Non-nephrologists:
A. Theme organizers and State of the Art lecturers
Coach flight ticket, hotel and registration, plus an
honorarium of $1,000
B. Symposium Chairperson and participants
Coach flight ticket, hotel and registration
Nephrologists:
A. Theme organizers and State of the Art lecturers
Hotel and registration
B. Symposium Chairperson
Registration and $250 for ezpenses
C. Symposium participants
Registration
At the time of making practical decisions, differences between
these two groups are not always distinct (for ezample, a nephro-
pathologist, M.D. or Ph.D. working full time in a renal laboratory,
etc.). Even when the distinction is clear, at times we remained
rather dissatisfied.
The first meeting of the Program Committee was in Jerusalem
and subsequently at ASN Meetings in Boston and Orlando. A
more formal meeting with attendance of almost all its members
was celebrated in Madrid in October 1993, where the Program
was finally shaped. We then elected to handle all correspondence
with State of the Art lecturers and Symposia chairpersons and
participants centrally. This is a very important point because in
this way the Organizing Committee knew exactly what had been
offered to each participant and there were uniform communica-
tions between the parties.
Most of the invitation letters were mailed to the participants
before the summer of 1994. This permitted us to have all the
responses by the fall and, for the first time, print an almost
complete Scientific Program which was mailed as the Final
Announcement and Call for Abstracts by November 1994. The
co-organizers received positive replies from about 70—80%, de-
pending on the different themes, in the first instance, and the
formal invitation letters were acknowledged in more than 90% of
the cases. For the distribution of speakers by country, see Table 1.
The proportion of women in the program was approximately 10%.
An effort was made to avoid repetition of speakers from the
Jerusalem Meeting.
I would like to emphasize the tremendous amount of work done
by most of the co-organizers and, in particular, the interest taken
by the ISN President, J.S. Cameron, and the Chairman of the
Program Committee, Pierre Ronco. I wish to all future ICN
Presidents the fortune to have a leader of the Program Committee
with such a solid scientific base and enthusiasm and dedication as
we have had for the Madrid Congress. We were also very
fortunate for the CME Coordinators, Harry Jacobson and Nuhad
Ismail, and participants who put together what we think was an
excellent CME Course.
At the end of the Congress the Scientific Program was consid-
ered to be an excellent achievement by various experts in different
fields. Some rated it as the best of all ISN Congresses. The CME
Course was also very successful. Registrations were only 224 at the
beginning of the Congress; however, this rose to more than four
times this amount. Nine hundred fifty-two syllabuses were distrib-
uted free to CME attendees and 138 sets of slides were given out
at cost price ($0.28U5/slide).
Theme/topic session program
USA
UK
France
Germany
Spain
Japan
Canada
Australia
Switzerland
Belgium
Italy
Netherlands
Sweden
Denmark
Brazil
Mexico
Finland
Israel
Austria
China
India
New Zealand
Puerto Rico
Taiwan
CME course
USA
Spain
UK
Belgium
Italy
Netherlands
Australia
Canada
France
Israel
Mexico
Portugal
Sweden
Venezuela
Free communications
By definition, the rate of acceptance in an International Con-
gress has to be high. Even if the quality of abstracts submitted
remains the most important requisite for acceptance, other as-
pects must be taken into consideration, especially at a time when
the ISN is making a big effort to assist developing countries. To
permit this, most of the communications had to be accepted for
poster presentation.
The free communication part of the Program was handled by
the local committee. A Selection Committee was appointed under
the Presidency of Pedro Aljama, actual President of the SEN, with
Santiago Lamas acting as Secretary. Adequate reviewers were
then elected for the different themes, with at least one ISN
member from outside Spain, well-known for his or her scientific
contribution, included in each group (see Final Program).
The rather small number of oral communication sessions was
selected both on the basis of high marks from the reviewers and
also by the fact that together they gave a coherent session.
Certainly, much of the best original work of the Congress was
displayed in the poster sessions. We felt it important to have
nothing running concurrently to the poster sessions in order to
enhance their importance; however, as the daily schedule was
Table 1. Invited speakers by country
156
33
29
28
17
12
12
10
9
8
6
6
6
4
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
25
6
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
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Rank Country
Abstracts
received Rank Country
Abstracts
received
1 Japan 344 37 United Arab
Emirates
8
2 USA 210 37 Venezuela 8
3 Spain 201 39 Cuba 7
4 China 151 40 Portugal 6
5 Italy 124 40 Sweden 6
6 Germany 120 42 Egypt 5
7 France 103 43 Uruguay 4
8 Brazil 82 43 Iran 4
9 United Kingdom 56 43 Singapore 4
9 Russia Federation 56 43 Slovak
republic
4
11 Australia 49 43 South Africa 4
12 Netherlands 45 48 Bangladesh 3
13 Argentina 43 48 Chile 3
14 Yugoslavia 42 48 Colombia 3
15 Poland 38 48 Congo 3
16 Turkey 34 48 Hong Kong 3
17 Canada 32 48 New
Zealand
3
18 Greece 29 48 Nigeria 3
19 Romania 27 48 Slovenia 3
20 Macedonia, Republic 56 Albania 2
of (Former
Yugoslavia) 26 56 Indonesia 2
21 Korea, Republic of 25 56 Jordan 2
22 Denmark 23 56 Latvia 2
23 Belgium 22 56 Lithuania 2
24 Saudi Arabia 20 56 Malaysia 2
25 Israel 19 56 Morocco 2
26 Austria 16 63 Bahrain 1
27 Croatia 15 63 Ecuador I
27 Bulgaria 15 63 Estonia 1
29 Czech Republic 13 63 Georgia 1
29 Hungary 13 63 Norway 1
31 Ukraine 12 63 Pakistan 1
32 Mexico 11 63 Papua New
Guinea
1
32 Switzerland 11 63 Paraguay 1
32 Thailand 11 63 Peru 1
35 India 10
35 Tunesia 10
already quite long, we decided to place these sessions at lunch
time following the success of this pioy at the Jerusalem Meeting.
However, retrospectively, we think that the time allocated to the
poster presentation was not long enough in Madrid, and for the
future we would suggest having a shorter break for lunch at
midday and have the poster display either at the beginning or the
end of the day. The total number of abstracts received was 2,165
from 71 different countries, with somewhat surprising proportions
(Table 2).
On February 7 the Integrating Committee, composed of the 5
members of the Executive Organizing Committee, the Executive
of the SEN, and the Coordinators from each theme, held a
meeting. The Coordinators were instructed that we had the
possibility to present 310 oral communications in total and up to
500 posters per day (2000 in total). They were also instructed that
the rate of non-acceptance is usually low in an International
Congress, taking into account the policy of the ISN to give
favorable consideration to communications from developing
countries. After discussion, the proportions were more or less
Not
Theme Oral Poster accepted
I 12 65 4
II 18 125 4
III 12 92 6
IV 24 157 5
V 24 116 ii
VI 24 186 7
VII 42 301 13
VIII 40 210 11
IX 90 503 12
X 6 40 1
fixed at 15% oral, 80% poster, and 5% not accepted, depending
on the number of abstracts received in each theme.
The coordinators presented the results of the evaluations of
their corresponding group which were then discussed individually.
They also suggested the division of each theme into subthemes,
depending on the content of the abstracts received. We then
analyzed the final results to arrive at the conclusions shown in
Table 3.
The results were sent to the authors for correspondence using
three different model letters (Accepted Oral, Accepted Poster,
Not Accepted). Abstracts received after February 20 were an-
swered using a "submitted after the deadline" model letter. After
sending the letters we detected a few errors (approximately 1%)
which were promptly rectified.
Publications
A decision was made not to publish a book with the proceedings
of the Congress. We were also very sorry to decline the kind offer
of Tom Andreoli, Editor of Kidney International, to publish a
special supplement of the scientific materials of the Congress. The
main reasons we could not accept this interesting offer was
because all the formal letters of invitation had already been sent
without mentioning that we would need a written text for publi-
cation and we were afraid that if we notified the authors after
having accepted, the number of refusals would have increased, or
that we would simply not get the best part of the program for
printing. However, the Final Program, with a somewhat new look,
contains more than 260 pages.
We were rather successful in getting abstracts from the invited
speakers (all but 8), which have been printed in a separate
volume. The free communication abstract book is especially thick,
due to the decision taken to scan all the submitted abstracts,
because many of them were of extremely poor quality and were
sent in different formats, making it impossible to reproduce them
from the original text. We grouped both the abstracts from the
invited speakers and those of the free communications according
to the theme to which they belong, employing the same subtheme
classification used in the program.
A syllabus for the CME Course has also been printed, not only
for the attendees of the course, but also to be distributed by the
ISN to doctors from developing countries. The slides of the course
have also been reproduced, with the kind permission of the CME
participants, and were sold to Congress participants at minimal
cost. They will also be distributed by the ISN.
Finally, a CD-ROM that not only contains the Final Program
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and the CME Course, but also the two abstract books, was also
displayed at the Congress and will be sent to all the Congress
registrants free of charge.
Finance
Registration fees
The registration fee was fixed at $400 US for ISN members,
$500 US for non-members, and $250 US for trainees if paid
before February 28, 1995. This increased to $500 US, $600 US and
$300 US, respectively, if paid after this date. The fee for accom-
panying persons was fixed at $150 US. The registration fee was
waived in more than 700 cases (invited speakers, committee
members, special guests, etc). A special fee of $150 US was
granted in certain cases from developing countries. Authors of
accepted abstracts had the early registration deadline extended by
1 month.
Scientific Program registration (SPR) was 1,293 before the end
of the early registration deadline, with another 1,700 registering
after this date, plus the 630 invited speakers, committee members,
chairpeople and special guests, giving a SPR of 3,623 as of June
28, 1995. On-site registrations were 683. This gives a total SPR of
4,306. The accompanying persons registration was 328 and exhib-
itors registration was 512. This gives a total attendance of 5,146,
the largest in ISN Congress history, both for the Scientific
Program and the total number.
Registration for the CME was relatively low before the start of
the Congress (146 without slides, 78 with slides: total 224). Actual
attendance proved to be much higher (942, including 138 with
slides) and we had to change the halls twice to accommodate this
unexpected demand.
Congress highlights
• The XIIIth ICN in Madrid was the most attended meeting in
the history of ISN Congresses.
• The Scientific Program of the Xlllth Congress was highly
rated.
• For the first time two successful CME Courses were held in
parallel with the Congress. The ISN has decided to provide 1,000
copies of the syllabus and 100 sets of slides to those doctors from
developing countries who were unable to attend the Madrid
Congress.
• For the first time a CD-ROM, containing the Final Program,
both abstract books (Themes and Topic Sessions and Free
Communications) and the CME syllabus with slides, will be sent
to all Congress registrants.
Finally, I would like to thank all the Committee members,
organizers, chairpersons, participants, attendees, association and
corporate sponsors and the Organizing Secretariat for their
contributions that made the XIIIth ICN possible and successful. It
is clear to me that the success of a Congress is due to the
collaboration of many people and the problems that arise are the
responsibility of the President.
